
Enjoy a self-directed walking or driving tour through the fascinating
Historic District of Fernandina Beach, listed on the National Register for Historic Places.
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130 South 7th Street
Lasserre House 

31 North 2nd Street
Seydel Building Kelly House 

214 South 7th Street

 

101 North 2nd Street
1882 Huot BuildingWaas House 

327 South 7th Street

Villa Las Palmas 
315 Alachua Avenue

Fairbanks House 
227 South 7th Street

John Hardee House
28 North 4th Street

Addison House 
614 Ash Street

Noble Hardee House
415 Alachua Street

Tabby House 
27 South 7th Street

St. Michael Catholic Church
505 Broome Street 

Thompson House 
11 South 7th Street

Chadwick House 
121 North 6th Street

Nassau County Courthouse 
416 Centre Street

Humphreys House 
117 North 6th Street

Lesesne House 
415 Centre Street

Prescott House 
120 North 6th Street

 
401 Centre Street

Baker House 
112 North 6th Street

Swann Building 
319 Centre Street

Hinton Baker House 
102 North 6th Street

Kydd Building 
301 Centre Street

Hirth House 
103 North 6th Street

Nassau County Jail 
233 South 3rd Street

First Presbyterian Church
9 North 6th Street

Florida House 
20-22 South 3rd Street

St. Peters Episcopal Church  
801 Atlantic Avenue

City Mart 
218 Centre Street

Hoyt House 
804 Atlantic Avenue

Angel Building  
215 Centre Street

Three Star Saloon  
213 Centre Street

Chandlery Building 
201 Centre Street

 Palace Saloon
117 Centre Street

Duryee Building 
101 Centre Street

 
102 Centre Street
Welcome Center/Historic Train Depot 

Eppes House 
31 South 10th Street

Merrick-Simmons House 
102 South 10th Street

Williams House 
103 South 9th Street

 Trinity United Methodist Church 
715 Ash Street

Amelia Schoolhouse Inn
914 Atlantic Avenue

 
Huot’s 1878 Building 
9-11 North 2nd Street

43

43

Blue Heron Inn  
102 South 7th Street

Bailey House 
28 South 7th Street

44

44

The Historic District of Fernandina Beach is a 50-block area located at the 
north end of Amelia Island and recognized on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The town of Fernandina was of�cially established in 1811 
and named for King Ferdinand VII of Spain. In 1853, the town site moved just 
south to take advantage of the new Florida Railroad and the subsequent 
tourism boom. The original town now called Old Town Fernandina, still 
remains and celebrated its 200th anniversary in 2011. Many of these homes 
are now Bed & Breakfasts, so you can stay in a part of Fernandina’s history! 

The tour begins at the docks at Front and Centre Streets, the birthplace of 
the modern shrimping industry. 
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Now home to the Marina Restaurant, this 
building was built by Major W.B.C. Duryee in 
1882 and housed the Customs House, the 
Florida Mirror newspaper & printing plant, 
the First Bank of Fernandina, and a �rst-�oor 
bar. Rumor has it, Union Major Duryee, 
stationed here during the occupation, 
decided to make Fernandina home and 
convinced his wife, Amelia, to move here by 
telling her the island was named for her. 

The Angel Building was built in 1885 and 
once housed a bakery, grocery, drug 
store and local telephone company. This 
lovely commercial building is now home 
to Robison’s Jewelry.

The current building opened in 1899 and 
served as the railroad depot until the 
1930’s. This is the 2nd depot for Fernandina 
Beach and was built for Florida’s �rst 
cross-state railroad. The original depot was 
constructed between 1855 and 1881 at the 
city docks but was destroyed by the famous 
Hurricane of 1898. The depot is now home 
to the Amelia Island Welcome Center.
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Built by David Yulee’s Florida Railroad 
in 1857, it is the oldest operating hotel 
in Florida. While not proven, some 
believe General Ulysses S. Grant was 
entertained in the dining room during a 
visit to the island in 1880. Cuban patriot 
and poet Jose Marti lived at the Inn in 
February 1894 during the struggle of 
independence of his country.

Architect James Knox Taylor began 
construction on the Post Of�ce and Customs 
House in 1909 with dedication in 1912. It was 
designed in Italian Renaissance Style. On the 
second �oor of the Post Of�ce is a fully 
restored courtroom that served the area early 
in this century.
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Constructed around 1904 by Floyd Wright, 
this home in the Silk Stocking District was 
once home to an eye doctor clinic. Through 
various renovations the home has kept much 
of its original heart pine �oors, 2 �replaces 
and light �xtures.

BLUE HERON INN
102 SOUTH 7TH STREET
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Constructed in 1891 by and for the 
African-American congregation, members 
included FL House Representative Riley E. 
Robinson and Professor William Peck, for 
whom Peck High School was named. 
Church tradition maintains that the original 
stain glass windows were imported from 
England.
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Designed by acclaimed architect Robert 
Sands Schuyler, the Schoolhouse was built as 
the �rst school on the island in 1886. Known 
to all as "Schoolhouse No. 1", it ceased being 
a school later in the 20th century and 
underwent a major renovation in 2017 to 
open as the Amelia Schoolhouse Inn.

AMELIA SCHOOLHOUSE INN
914 ATLANTIC AVENUE

Built circa 1860, this home was used as a 
hospital for Union troops during the 
occupation of Fernandina. It was purchased 
in an 1863 tax sale by Chole Merrick who 
moved here from NY to help establish a 
Freedman’s School. After the war, she 
married Harrison Reed, who was Governor 
of Florida from 1869-1873. It is one of the 
few remaining buildings constructed before 
the Civil War.
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The 17-room Baker House was built in 
1859 and was purchased in 1860 by the 
Rev. Archibald Baker who came to 
Fernandina to become the �rst minister of 
First Presbyterian Church. It has remained 
in the Baker family, except for the time 
when occupied but Union Troops during 
the Civil War.

Originally built in 1886 by architect Robert 
Schuyler for a newspaperman, the home was 
later purchased by Louis Hirth, the founder 
of the Palace Saloon. Hirth House is located 
in the Silk Stocking district, roughly bounded 
by 9th, Broome, Ash and 5th Streets, and was 
added to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1973.
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The Catholic Church of Fernandina Beach was 
founded in 1784 where services took place in 
the area of Old Town. The current Romanesque 
church was built in 1872 and a parish hall was 
erected circa 1890-1900. Since the British 
occupation of 1763-1783, there have been over 
25 pastors and 50 visitant and resident priests 
serving the needs of the parish.
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ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH

44

43
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Amelia Island is the southernmost of the Sea Islands, and the 
northernmost of the barrier islands on Florida's Atlantic coast. It is the 
only U.S. location to have been under the dominion of eight different 
�ags. It is said that the French visited, the Spanish developed, the  
English named and the Americans tamed it.

SPANISH FLAG - 1565-1763 and 1783-1821

FRENCH FLAG - 1562-1564

BRITISH FLAG - 1763-1783

PATRIOTS FLAG - 1812

GREEN CROSS FLAG - 1817

MEXICAN REVOLUTIONARY FLAG - 1817

NATIONAL FLAG OF THE CONFEDERACY - 1861-1862

UNITED STATES - 1821-PRESENT

To learn more, take the fascinating, one-hour “Eight Flags Tour” held twice a day at the 
Amelia Island Museum of History. Included free with admission to the museum, the tour 
provides an in-depth, insider’s view of the museum’s popular Eight Flags Gallery.

Information provided by the Amelia Island Museum of History.
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For more information, visit AmeliaIsland.com or call 904-277-0717
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